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:ON THE AIR—Radm Carolmes Mi Amgo, sm\k aﬁer

RADIO Caltolme, the pirate radm ship

- that started the Sixties pop radio
a revolution, finally fell silent toid'ay
- when it sank off the Essex coast in

- gale force winds.

A spokesman ‘for the
station, which has braved
many dlsas‘oers said: “It

- leoks like the end. this

time.”
The crew of four—including
three  disc  jockeys — were

- rescued by Ufeboat before the

+, $hip went down.

It was the final drama for
the 60-year-old Mi Amigo, the
home of Radio: Caroline since
it started broadcasting. pob
music to Britain and Europe
in 1964

‘Hanging on

On}y her masts and super-

strueture ‘were showing above’

the sea-this morning “after a
night of foree 10 gales and

- waves which towered above

deck height on the 1504t long
ship.

The crew 1nclud1mr two
Britons, were taken off bv the
ghee:m ess lifehoat in the early

QUTS.

“They could now face charges
conr'oernmg illegal” broadcast-

They were gquestioned by
‘the ipolice’ at. Sheerness and a
Home Office spokesman said:
“The: Tour ‘crew cotld face
charges- under. - the - Marine
Offdnees Act.” -

Coxswam Charhe

Bowry,

storm drives her aground.

‘Can we bring
our canary?’

l by Keith Dovkants, Donna Leigh
l and James Johnson

and there was another anxious
moment as the canary—in its
cage—was pulled to safety.
“It’s eyes were popping out,”
said: coaxwain Mr Bowry, &=

who led the six crew lifeboat
said: “The operation to get
the men off took twelve
hours. It: was the hairiest
rescue T've ever done.

“The waves were coming at
ug from all directions and we
had to pick our time before
going alongside to grab tJhe
men off the ship.

“ My crew were hanging nn
to the lifebeat rails and
snatching them off the ship
one by one. We spent .several
hours” trying to get the last
man off "’

Stevie Gordon was last to
leave the ship,

He said: “It was quite excl’o-
ing at frst and then things got
a bit bairy. It didn’t seem. dan-
gerous ab the time I

think
because I'd been up all night

‘and was terriply tired, =~ -

41 was last off ‘becaise I'd”

been helping to throw- the

others over to the:life-bogts. .

Then it took a long time before
I was able . to jump across
mvself.

L+ “The. storm ¢ . had ’oeen
blowing . for about three da,ys .

take in:water heayily. .

“The man "with the canary

didn't want to leave. He

sty asked me on the radio if he!

MiI AMIGO iB8 could take  personal belong-

RADIO CAROLINE] ings and ¥ said I was anxious
SINKS to get people off,

Coastguard

“Tt took him five minutes to
make up his mind. When he
did, he came whistling along
‘the deck with the canary
under his arm.- I thought:
“What next? But we gof him
off with his bird all right.”

Coastguards and  lifeboat
crews in the Thames estuary
were privately heaving a sigh ¢
of relief at the Mi Anngo E
finally sinking. =

One coastguard sald
*Thank- God .she’s gone with--
out loss of life, She'was only -
kent -afloat by her pumns.” -

The crew were named as
* Britons Tom - Anderson, - from

Suffolk; Nick Rlchawd.s from

Essex; . Stevie  Gerdon, - from’

Denmark, and-a_I

hand, aged‘ 18, w! )

ship only two. days &

\.

T was asleen vesterday after-
hoon when somebody woke me
up and said it locked as if
we _were in trouble. The
trouble was we: lost the an-
chor and then hit'a sandbank.
After that- the ship- began to

. JAmid- ‘the scenes of drama
during the: storm. rescue there
was A moment of humonr-— -
one of the crewmen, begged
the -lifeboat ‘crew :. “ Can™we
bting our canary ?”

The hfeboat crew ag‘reed

Evening Standard: Mike Moore i

OFF the alr e the sunken shlp today.
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