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DUNKILEY: The first officizl broeadeast from a legal, commercizl,
: mainland radio station in Britain was mnde six months
ago by David Jessel when he introduced the. London o
*  ° Broadcasting Company's carly.morning show on the 8th -
of October, 1973, But. before that broadcest could come
about a whole .host of forces, nressure grouns, lohbies
and business interests brought influence to bear in one
way or another - directly or indirectly - on the Gvernment
in the sttemnt to have some sort of a commercial ra=dio
system set un. The phrase "some sort" is important,
- because the story of the way in which a commercial radio
system was achieved in this country isn't hy any means
_ . the story of a single concerted effort,, end I dont't
< . simply mezn that there were some grouns and orgrnissations
' opnosing the idea - although such grouns certainly did
U exist, and sometines vlayed a very imvertsnt role in the
.~ broceedings, But even more important is the fact that .
w e .. - - the varicus groups in favour differed widely among . them~
e selves over the auestion of Jjust what sort of commercial
racio we ought to have, Conseouently, when the Government
_ did finally formulate a vlan, it was inevitable thet a
*  considerable number of the people who had been ariteting
for it would have to be disannointed by the particular sort
of system which was chosen, ‘“hen I gpoke to Christonher
Chataway, the minister responsible for carrying the f
n'legislatiON'through the last parliament, he was certainly
in no doubt about this disapvointment,

i,

INSERT 1: Christopher Chataway, MP

I think it really, was inevitable because they wanted such

a wide variety of different things, Some of them wanted,
well, the szme sort of freedom in radio as there is for’
the printed word, They wanted no authority, they wanted
~anybody to be sble to set up a radio station whenever they
liked. And one coulg say, well, it would be likely then
that nobody would be avle to listen tg anything hkecause
airwaves would be Just comnletsly Jumbled., BRut they wouldn't
really take theat and they believed that it could be a
~complete free for 211, But on the other hand some wvanted
-one or two rational networks, so thst it was absolutely - :
impossible,that the “nite Paper would be a great disappoint-
ment to most of them, - :

DUNKLEY: S0 the story of the establishment of commercial radio, from

the point of view of the various nrescure Trouns involved,
is a story of a very aualiflied rort of success, Jite Lruc

that between them +the lobbyists monared to nchinve their

- aim'in principnle - they did see a commercial radio scheme
. - .set up. But it's difficult now to find znybody who worked
' in any of the pressure grouns who's completely happy with

“the scrt of system that's been established,

~ The origin of many of these frouns-can be found in three
guite senzrate events which bceurred ten vears ago - in
1964, On Good Friday of that vear, it wes the 27th of
March, the motor vessl "Caroline! dropved anchor off the
.east coast nezr Frinton, and for the first fime the British

public began to hear a new sort of radio broadcast, Radio




Laroiine was the so-cnlled "pirate stotions" - "niratet -
in the eyes of the authorities because thev broadecast

from beyond territerial vaters on wavelengths, which had
not been assigned to them under International Convention,

Eight months later, on the 23rd of ftovember, 1964, Sir
Ronald Garvey, the Governor of the Isle of Man, formally
opened Manx Radio - first legal comrercial ‘radio station
to broadczst from within the British Tsles {though not on
the mainland of course), There was no causal connectiorn

between these two events; the Isle of Man was constitutionally

free to choose its own form of breoadcasting -~ subject to
the agreement of various national government bodies - and
it was able to introduce commercizl radio without waiting
for a national plan from Westminster., And in the Isle

of Man, the idea had been under discussion long before
any of the pirstes arrived, .

- In the General Election of that same vear, 1964, the
Labour Party was voted into power, and shortly afterwards
the Loczl Radio Association was formed, as an organisation
representing the interests of busiressmen who had an eve
orn the possibilities of wz2inland commercial radio,

These three ventrues - the nirate stations, Manx Radio, and
the Local Radio Associztion - can be seen as senarate
wedges, each helping to open up the general subject of
comunercial rodioc 2t a different voint, Between thenm they
invelved all five of the major interest groups which were
subsequently going to take 2 major sart in the lobbying
which nhreceded the nassage of the Sound Broadecasting fct
of 1972 - the Act which made commercial radio vossible,

First of the five were those with =2 business, by which I
mean men who were concerned with radio nrimarily as a
morey-meking concern, Secend there were thosze with show
business interests, a f2irly subtle distinction verhaps;

- but these were man who were already impresserios, or who
were estrblished in some existing branch of enterteinment
and were keen to diversifyv their interests whether trese
hapnensd to be in television,sav, or in the record
industry. The third groun was made un of certain sections
of the ouklic - nop music fans, and a variety of other
listeners, as well zs a significant number of neonle who
simply believed that radio should beé "free® in the way that
the vress is free: who felt that anybody who wented %
open a radio station should be allowed to do so, Just =2 _
easily as they nmight launch = new marazine or o new naner,
Fourth were the ecuinment maznufacturers - firms such as
Pye who were alrezdy involved in Manw Fadio, or lNarconi
who gave help and advice to the Locel Radio fssociation,
And finally there were ths opnonents of commercial radio

- mostly veonle who felt that any such scheme threatened
their livliihood - the Musiciana' Union, for irstance, =nd
a number of local newsnaner nronrietors wheo siusrected ‘hat
commercial radio would devrive their public~tions of
advertising income.

o
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So, all of these grouns and organisations were beconing
identifizble in 1964 - =znd there's nd doubt ir my mind,
that the most important cztzlyst was oiraste rodio. The
Caroline shiv hzdén't beern ir the North Sea for long
-before she was Joined by the motTor vessel "1 Amigo” which
put out Radio itlantigh And then a whole hbrde of ’
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DUNKLEY:

-different people berrn to climb on the bandwason: the
pop singer Lord Sutch oncned a station onersting from

a Second “orld War fort; Radio London came on the air:
and Radio City., But the originator of the whole thing,
without any question,was Radio Caroline., One of the
station's executives was Terry Bate, a man who is now,
like many ol the pirate persomiel - involved in mzinland
comnercial radio, I nsked Terry Bate why the station was
started in the first plece. " . o

- -

INSERT 2: Terry Bate _ ' _ R

T think two things., If we can sort of g0 back to Britain

in the mid-sixties, it was a particular time when

certzinly nusiczl tastes were changing, there was an
explosion of talent thet was heving an extremely hard +ime
=in-finding an outlet for exposure, The only two outlets
were of course the BBC and Radio Lyyvembourg, It was
extremely difficul: for » budding singer or artist of any
kind to get expasure other than through the esta®lished
channels of the establishad recerd companies, It was
extremely difficult if not impossible to start a new
record label, to get distribution for the record, to get
“exposure for the record, Thats,, I think is one item.. And
the second I think is really the fact that there was a
programming gan thet existed, Now, we know +that in., T think
1t was 1962, the Pilkington renort had stated categorically
that there wzs no requirement for a music service. Now
the fact of the matter was, there was a great requirement
for a music service. 1In commercial brozdcasting terms one
could sense a progremming gav, a gav in fact vyou could drive
a truck trhough. * And thet in essence was the start of the
pirates, There was ‘mo. great trick about what thev digd, '
- There was a nublic need exnressed and no-one was filling it

and its very difficult to remember that, Going back to thoseé

days, there was not a BBC Radio 1. There wes the Light
Programme and the Hope Programre and the Third - znd if
you're az Beatle, where do You g6 agmongst those warticular
services? Again, Radio Caroline, after something like
eight weeks on the air was claiming 5% million listeners
in this country, and I telieve that that was so,

Whatever the exact fipure, the pirates were clearly
getting e very sizeahle audience - vot the stations were
considered by the RAritish Government to he illecal, I
asked Terry RBate whether thore was a feeling among those
who worked on the nirate.stations that eventuelly they'd
become legitimate and accented by the Government,

INSERT 3: Terry Bate

ATZ: There was always that kind of a feeling among some of

—

" the peonle invelved, Iy own personal feeling was that.,

»*

/continued....
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DUNKLEY:

no, it wouldn't hannen., T think that the best one could
say is that at some noint in *the future lersal,

commercial broadcasting would come to the ”nlted Kingdom,
and when that time came the exnerience gaired by the
people involved in pirate: radio would be useful as ;nq”ed
has proven the ‘case,

DUNKLEY: You'vm said that thst the Covernment would
eventually accept the virates as legal but that vou
didn't think so., Do vou think that thelr oneration was

~in itself a form of nressure, nushing towards the

1ntroductlon of legal, commerciszl radio in Britain?

'BATﬁ I don't think there's any cuestion that without the

existence of the pirates, not becsuse of anything the

pirates did off the air, but merely the fact that +Fﬂy :
existed and they broadcast zng they sttracted Huge audi eﬁces,
firstly changed the course of the BREC vrogramming in terns

of Redios 1,2,3 2nd L&, but certainiy there is no question

in my mind tha, the local commercizl stations cu irrently
coming on air throughout the could not hev¢ existed hsd

the pirate stations not existed. A1l they did was onen un
a2 whole area of broadcasting that hﬂi not been coveﬂfd '
previously. nd that's I think Qubsequmhtly how- the issue
of commercizl radioc became a minor nvlank in the Tory Party
platform in 1970 -

S0 -although the piretes aﬂhare“tTV haa a lot to do. with
1ntro”UCJnF neonle to the idea of 2 new kird of radio,
they never secem to have %tood much chance of becoming
legal entities themselves, But apzrt frem simnly
symbolising a nogsible alternst ive, did they take part
themselves in any active lobbvirng to bring about =
commercial radio system? Terry Bate: :

.
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NSERT 4: Terry Bate
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great number of meetln"s gt the Houqe 0P
Comnions and and various other nlaces, Wo* with a view

to legalising commerciel radio, not with a view to selling
the Govew ment of the day on bringing Cﬂrolinm or any
other radio onmerator on chore, but really with 2 view to -
explaining to them that there were other forms of radio
than currently existed in the United Kingdom. We would
talk zbout radio and mnke nressntsiions on radio. We
wouldn't mention Coroline, %We would talk ~hont commrrcinla
and we would talk sbout the service that one could offoer

~on a local level, and we would talk sobout the many, many

other kinds of radio thet were zvzilatrle and that conld

‘have boen availes Dle here had the legislstion existed,

DUNKLEY: Tell re tvo thwﬁws - who was we, and who at

that time were you talking ta?
BATE: _ oo _
el would would,end I include certain other elements of
of other rzdio stations - Philip Birch, for example, of

Radio London, I know had a great number of meetings with
politicians of vericus “"”tles. One of my colleagues ln
the Caroline operat JOF, Ronan O'Rahilly, :

’ /continued,..
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- We were actually very busy in running a professional

certainly was active on that kind of a Tevel, Ve talkeg
with members of all political parties, Ve werceinviteod

to dinners at the Hyuse of Commons, we threw dinners at

the Hpuse. of Commons ourselves, ' '

DUNKLZY: How were you received at these dinners, meetings,
and so on? :

BATE: Well, vou know, there's the two sides of the House,
There's the left and the right, And the left side of the
Hjuse, when we szid the word 'commercial! they all
shuddered, but I don't think that's a pmarticularly
socielist reaction, I think it vas a British reaction.
Then when we exnlsined to .them that we were really talking
not about a Caroline or a BBC, but really, a local racdio
stetion and that votentially there was an extrs channel

of communicrtion open to their community, and suddenly '
there was a whole different change of emnhasis, On the _
right hand side of the House, by.and large, 1 supnose the.
free enterprise party, the Toriss wers far more disnosed
to thinking in terms of commercial radio, ¥ wouldn't

like to think that what we wepe doing was rezlly a prescure
group or a lobby of any kind, It was- really an sttempt

to tell some influentizl people about another way of

doing something. That was reelly it,

DUNKLEY: To what extent did the people who were running
the pirate stations encourage the formation and the

cactivities of public vressure grouns - things like the

Free Radio Association, Campaign for Irdenendent Broad-
casting and so on. Did you have any comnmection with them
at all? ' E '
BATE: Directly, no, Ye didn't start them, We were
aovproached hy fairly intellizent fens of the station who

- theoretically knew exactly what this kind of radio could

do end and why it should be brought in their terms on
land, Certainly, we hed dialogue with themn, we talked
with them, We tended not to get ruhlicly too invelved,
They had raliies, =nd some memter of the ztation would gc
and talk 2t the rally and so on, But I would not say that
we were strongly identified with them one way or another,
radio broadcasting comnzny. That was what we were trying
to do, demonstrating, T think, bv that kind of professional
operetion that there was more in it than just having a
giggle with a beat and a Transmitter, which is what it was

-not, ultimetely, L .

DUNKLEY: Did Carolire actually ever wul out any publicity
messares for any of the orgenisations?

BATE: €h ves, e ran onnouncerents nublicising the fact

-that there would bhe a rally in Trafalrzar Sauare or whatever,

We did not actively, although the temntstion was gre=t
sometimes, camn=ign on air for, you know, mass descents.

‘on Dovning Street etc etc, ¥We tended not to editorislice

anyway. we were not that kxind of 2 radio- station. But

we did on the ndd occasion urge ceriain listeners in . :
~certain ereas to write to their MP =nd verhsns, vyou know, not

say that that pirate redio was a good thing, but nerhens on
another matter that they should write to their I[P etc, '




DUNFLEY:

At this time, as the pirste stations were building up
their audiences, =and wntching their fan clubs grow in

Size and in potential political significance - 2nd while
the executives were veginrming to make contact with veriosus
peonle inside the Pelace of "%, stminster - Manx Radio, the
legal stroticon on the Tsle of Fan was also feeling its

way into the new realm of commercisl rediaog, It was
operated by the Isle of Ien Broadcasting Company, a firm
vhich was formed Jjointly by Richard Mayar Z4ssociates and
Pye - the'electronics-oomoany. At the time, in 1964, one
of Pye's tove executives wsas Harry McGee. He's since left
the firm, but I asked him when the Pye Company first
started to think about the possibility of local commercial
radio stations in Rritain. -

-

. INSERT 5: Harry McGee

Well, we started almost in the wake of getting commercizl
television going, bringing in the the necessary multi-
channel television sets to enable peeple to have the choice
between BBC and ITA, But in =11l rarts of the United
Kingdom, this required a Thirteen Chznnel tuner. And as
soon as sets with a Thirteen Channel tuner had been launched,
which was in the late fifties, we bogan to think that there
ought to be a competative service in radioc, vparticulariy
radic serving the local needs of a small community,

DUNKLEY: And what did you - do about it?

McGEE: Well, we thought of course on the technical side

mainly in the initial stazes. And the crux of the matter
is that the BBC were using a1l the available wave lengths
allocated to the United Kingcdon by the Conenharen

- Broadcasting Convention., And of course, this wzs quite

right, beczuse there's no point in wave lengths lving
fallow, &nd if wave lengths are lyving unused, there's a
great temntatisn for other countries to start using them,
Sco we leoked at <re nrohlem and we of course looked 2%
the States, loocked =zt wha* vwas havpening there, The
Stanley femily at that time were tho leaders of the Pye

Company. .Mr Stanley was Chairmen snd Managing Director,

Mr John Stanley was Devuty Managzing Director. And I that

time I worked with Mr John Stanley very closely, And
C.0.Stanley vou'll remember waz one of the leading lights
in the setting up of Indevendent Television, /And he o
became involved with ATV, And in ATV, on of his associntes
was a men c2lled Rickard Mayer, Richard Faver of cource .
had been the men who had set up Radio Narmandy before the
war, and had a grest derl of exnerience in’setting un and
the runninsg of Tndenendent commercinl radio stations, So
when the Manx Govarmment decided in the early sixties that
they wznted to have their cwn rodio station, they went Lo
the British P,st Cffice and didn't zet too far., The Post
Office said there weren't any freauencies available, and

80 on and so on, The John Stanley and I met renresentztives

~of the Manx Government and were annointed technical

consultants to the Manx Government, 2nd our resnonsivility

‘was investigate how the Manx Government could have an

independent comrmercial radio ststion. 2nd we weres empowered
to negotiate with the SBritish Pest Office on the Manx - o
Government's behalf. ind in that erreement, we had'ﬁhelrlght
to form half of any subsecuent radio station, S
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DUNKLEY :

83

Having obtained that asreement Pye crlled in the firm of

Janski and Bziley, Americen radio engineering exnerts, "and,

~.with their help, =fter severs] davs and nights s»ent on

the Isle of Man monitoring all the existing radic signals,
they identified a number of £ans in the freguency snectrum
where o new lenx Redio could be sloftted in, ‘Fhev reckoned
that they'd be a2ble to use the svace they'd found without

offendin;: egzinst the internsztional agreement on radio

broadcasting leid dovn =t Covenhagen in 1948 - znd they -
were also sure that they could broadeast on VHE for

24 hours day, as well as on m2dium wave in the drytime,
without interfering with other brozdcasts. ‘hen they out
this plan to the British Pogt Office, it was received
without any entusiasm at all - but they verseverad, and
eventually were granted the license, Harry Fc Gee expnlained.
what hapnened next, '

- INSERT 6: Harry McCee

: A+ that time, we were asked by the Manz Government
how the strtion was £oing to be set un, gZoinz ivto the

details of equity and so on., 4ind we remembered our old

friend Richard Maver and we centacted him - he was in
v

South Africa at the time., He flew over, We introduced
him to the Manx Government. It was all a2greed and we
set up the Isle of I¥an Broadcasting Company Linmited,
Having got the agreement of the British Past Office to _
do this, we built a racdio statien very quickly., I o
remember it was - in o very lerge caravan. /nd we had this
Ltaken to the Isle of Man in time for the TT races of 1964,
Thet would be June, 1964, And the station was formally
ovened the following November, . :

-

DUNKLEY: It was about the same time, as far as I know, the
same year, '64, that Pye's plan for a hundred commercial
racio stations in Britain on the mainlend was published,
Hyw long had vou been thinking sbout that plan?

MCCGEE: Oh we'd- been thinkins about it for several years,
fnd the thing emerred backed up by the frets ond figures
that we were vroducing in setting un Manx Readio, . Bear

in mind that John S anley was thinkine sbout it, I was:

thinking sbout it. Ve had Richard Mayer with us at that

time working on Manx R=dip, e hrd the benefits of the .
work that Janski.and Baziley were doing on our behalf, The
whole thing was coming tozether, fnd so we put that on _
paper. I think we crlled it ILacal Broadcasting in Britain,
And we had in that the Pye nlan which was,the crax of the
matier azain was deyligh® broadcustins on wedium woave and
VHF, 2nd VHF going right Through the night, never being

switched off,

DUNKLEY: What did you do with that plan. -Having published
it,who did you show it to?

- McGEE: Well, of course,we sent it to every MP and o quite

a few members of the Hpuse of Lords. The BRC of course
had some, and veonle in the Pnst Office, Mewsnaners -

all the communic~<tion media, fAnd st that time of couse
the advertising industry began to take an interest in the

R . | . -



'DUNKLEY:
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well more radio gets, different radio sets?
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nossibilites of commercial radio, And the thing was
discussed and it did wa=s it was sunposed to do - it "

was 2 catalyst,-

DUMKLZY: There must have bheen some feeling at the time,
not simnly of philzthrovy or sitruism - Fve after all are
a business commany. Vvhet did DPuve see 2% being the benefit

to them<of the possibility of this sot up”?

MEGEE: You may think this is a strange one but Pye never.
saw the onportunity to make a great deal of money out of
comnercial radio, Obviously thev znd other neople in the
broadcasting equinment field would mzke some money out of
setting un & hundred radio steticns, becazuse there'd be

a hurdred studios, a hundred transmitters, 2 hundred
directional antennas and so on., RBut we always stressed
in the Pye plan how comearetively economicel it was in
terms of money =t that time, to set up a rzcio station,

I remermber we tnlked about 25-50,000 pounds as being
necessery to set up 2 radio stetion. To vut the thing

. in todays perspective, one colour television czmera

costs a2z much as almost 2 radio statien,

FRTTET | 3 - PPN
DURKELAY: There vas alse nresumabl ne cue

icGEE: Oh that's the other side of it, You've said sgme~.
thirg very imnortent there - diZfferent radio sets. Ageiry

‘looking back, VEF was very much in 3te ezrly days. And
‘peonle were not-encouraged, to buy VHF sets. And the

reason that they were not encouraged to buy is that the
BBC dunlicated on VEF what was available on medium wave,
And so since veonle tended to keep radio sets many many .
years, there was no need for them to rush out and buy a
VHF set when the o01d set,that they had was tried and tested
and an old family friend,got 211 the pregrammes that they

‘would get on VHF, Our erqument was thrat vou would never

b

get pveople on to VHF unlecss you offered them something
different, :

Pye, then,was interested in a commercial raedio system, both
for the szke of the zlternative 1t would offer the nublic
and, nzturally, for the business it could bring them. ...

. However cheanly the individual stztiens might be set up,
there was the prosrect of a 100 of them, costing un to

£50,000 each -~ znd when you add thet un it means five
million nounds worth nf busiress for sonehody, In
addition there was the nossibility of ~4 least as nuch
turnover agzin in new radio sets, if VHF broadcasting
was introduced,. - * '

Of course, Pye weren't the only ecuinment mrnufacturers

who were interested. IMarconi, tco,. became involved at
quite an early stzge when they gave advice to the Local
Radio Associstion, The formation of the LRA was the last
of those three events wvhich mecde 1964 such an immortant
date in the campaign for commerciazl radio. = The secretary
of the /ssociation at that tims, though he is now no =
longer involved in it, was John Gorst - vho had originally
worked for.the Pye orgznisation. end had been-involved in_
their radio azctivities, and who lziter becsine a Conservative
¥P, I asked why the orgenisation was originally set up.
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INSTRT 7: John Gorst, MP

GORST: The vurvose of Local Radio Association was first
and foremnst to camvaign for local commercizl broadcasnting,
There was in existence an orgznisation which was realily

the sort of residue of ths nonular television association,

It had some funds left over I believe, But thev were
dedicated to campaigning for the choice and competition
in television and radio. At that time there was far too

much interest in who was going to get the second television

service, and this is what their main sctivity was about,
And so we felt there was a need for another organisation

“which would, concentrate on local breadcasting.

.50 had the first of the pirate ships, end they were in

1

GORST: We'd hed a White Paper in 1962 from the Conservetive -

DUNKLEY: Now, why was the LRA formed at that particular

time, I mean what were the events which combined to bring
this about?

Government which had said that there was no evidence of

a demand for local radio and that therefore they pronosed
to do nothing sbout it. At the same time, Manx Radio hzd
come on the seeng I think a few months before we started,

fact rapidly proving extremely popular in their different 5
ways. But we wanted to make sure that i+ there was any,” - |
commercial radio, it would be local, not either rezional

or national in the first instance, beczuse this we felt

was the really big gav in our broadcasting spectrun,

DUNKLEY : And who was "we" exactly?

-GORST: . The first initiative for the formation of the

Local Radio Assceistion came from a counle of chans
called John “hitnev 'and Thilin Jaddvlevey who were

“directors of an aspiring commany czlisd Radio Yorkshire,

.whole. And then =t the end of the day, if the cempaign

and they came to me beczuse T was a public relaticons

consultant and said what can you do to nut us on the
map? -And I said to them that T thought the beszt wav to
te sbout it was to form an associstion in which thev
would play a leading vart, but as nart of a much bigger

succeeded they would obviously have put themselves into

a good position to be considered for frznchises, And £o,
for a period of I think two or three m~nths, they coms
mission=d me to set un the Lncal Radio fssocistion, which
I did. T recruited some friends of mine, like the

- Bolting brothers zand others who formed znd ad hoc

rommittee which was later regularised, and becrme- the
council of the LRA, ) -

DUNKLEY: You really invented the LRA in fact?

_GORST: I invented it as an answers to a Dublic relzations

problem, I supvose, The circumstances which I've described
clearly dictsted that something like this was zoing to
happen anyhow, - -

DUNVLEY: Hyw did it grow? I mean, vou've mentioned Mr

Whitney and YVaddylove., How fast did you gather members?.

/continued,....
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DUNKLEY :

: e
- I'11 be looking at the event

GORST: Veapy slowly indeed, Pothink basienli v Lhe
people who joined werm thnce who hod chovn on interest,
like, say, George lMcWatters.in Bristol - his company had
put forward evidence to the Pilkington Committee, 2nd
there weré others of -simiYer nsture., But T think thet
what could so easily be forgotten at this distance in
time is there was no enthusiasm, even zmonst the peonle
who supnorted it, Throughout 1955 and '66, maybe even
later than that, the only initiative really creme from me
because T .set up poliey committees o consider all the
various aspects of radio, Anyone could hazve come along
to them, but in fact, it usually turned out thet it rvas’
only JohnuWhitney and myself, And being by that time,
retained and veid by the Locsal Radio Associstion as a
professional it wes clear that nebedy else really had the
time or the belief that we were going to get anything
because of course we had a Labour Government who were
dead opposed to commercial radio,

DUNKLEY: %hat do you think the Association achieved in
its early years, say between the years of '64 and '667

GORST: What I think wess achisved was an answer to the

—

commonly held belief and T think this certainly went
through the P,st Office, the La®our Government, and I

think the BBC subscribed +o this view, that there Just

weren't the frecuencies available on which this could be
done. fnd what we did was to comrmission Marconi - T Sayv ..
commission - wmerhans i ought to say reguest Marconi C
because we had this helo from them entirely voluntarily,
We did a feesibility study to shov that over 200 ststions
could be fitted into the country or medium wave., And
indeed we show in that renort that it would bve possible fo

have a certain ambunt of competition between stztions as

i

So_by early 1965, the pirete sta<ions were onerating st
full dblast, suzgesting that o cormercisl radio zervice
was a feasable oronosition, ang ghowing with their
audience figures that there was definitely a nublic for
this new sort of radio. Tn the Isle of Man, Pye and
Richard Mayar fszsccisztes were demonstrating that contrary
to earlier beliefs VHE broadcasting could be czrried on -
24 hours round the clock, - '

Pye had nublished its plan for a hundred stotions; and the

" Lpcal Radio hssocistion, with the sunmnort of lMarconi, had
published a diffarent nlar AMlowing Tor 270 cletions,  And

although the Labour government was sLill turnine its face -

firmly away from the whole jdes of commereial radio,

there were gcod reas~ns for believing that the Conservative
oppesition was beginning to view the iden with a goad deal

more sympathy,

ies,in  two week's tims

’
h' Took vlace in the neriod
on of a commercial radio

In the next orogramme in th
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1966-1968, from an officisl adon

plan as nart of the Conservative Party m=rogramme in 1285,

through the vassing of the Harine Offences Act by the Lsbour

HBovernment in 1967, and on *o 1268, when all the houves of the

commercial radio pressure grouns rested on the election of
a new Conservative Government. ' . _
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